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While the basic premise is similar to previous games in the series (nearly all of them are), The Secret
of Shadow Ranch offers a whole lot more than that. That starts with a gigantic and very open ranch,
with a wide open landscape that is just full of things to do. There are horses and a horse-drawn sled,
too, so you can travel to spots on the map with relative ease. Theres many different types of puzzles

to solve, from solving block puzzles to defusing various (explosive) items. There are also a lot of
sidequests, ranging from helping out elderly neighbors to taking a kimono-wearing girl on a date.

The plot, which unfortunately comes undone at the end, is a tale of the mystery of the black
mountain, and the sequence of events that lead up to it. You play a potential kidnapper who is trying
to pull off a lucrative scam and make a lot of cash. Unfortunately for him, though, theres no lack of

amateurish mistakes, and some clever sleuthing by his young sidekick makes the twists you suspect
turn out to be true. Thats about as much as the story gets, though, as the bulk of the game is spent
on solving puzzles, solving sidequests, and solving the mystery of the black mountain. The bulk of

these adventures are voiced by well-known actors: like The Simpsonss Troy McClure, Olivia
dHaviland, and Dan Castellaneta, or the radio legend Herb Caen, who also voiced Crackeds Franklin.

The voice acting is extremely well done, and each player should soon get the hang of which
character is which thanks to a helpful tutorial. If I could find the games previous cliffhanger-building

titles, I would, but as it is they arent included here. Instead, the bulk of these games are in the
format of a distinct series of NES action games that share only a few simple character designs and a
few dozen puzzles apiece. But, as it is, these games are fun to play, even if the plot isnt particularly
engaging. Fuzzball, for instance, has your typical time-travel mission to defuse a time bomb, but the
puzzles are so brilliantly designed that you wont even notice when the plot loses its focus. Jak And
Daxter: The Precursor Legacys controls are much more responsive than those of previous Jak and

Daxter games. You can run, jump, and climb your way across the levels, which are unusually large.
Although the storyline isnt particularly interesting, the levels are well designed and a perfect fit for
the action-platformer format. And as enjoyable as Jak II: Renegade was, Jak II: The Sequence fares

even better. It features a solid single-player mode and a fascinating story, with plenty of
opportunities to explore your surroundings. The gameplay is just as solid, and it doesnt skimp on

levels. I wish more games could bring back the finesse of these more classic adventures.
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If you enjoy logic puzzles and need something to distract you from staring at the ceiling, youll be
pleased to know The Awakened offers a wide variety of interesting puzzles. In some areas you will be

given the opportunity to study intriguing clues and solve mysteries, while in others a puzzle with a
well defined solution will pop up with no indication of its nature. Some clues are presented simply as
an instruction, while in others you are given the option of purchasing clues along with the solution, in

order to find out what the clues are. Most of the puzzles are fairly easy, and with just one word of
advice youll find yourself jumping in and playing without feeling put out by them, regardless of

difficulty. Im a big fan of the game, and would have no hesitations in recommending it to anyone
who enjoys solving puzzles, or just to anyone who likes a good mind-bender. If youre new to the

series, i would highly recommend trying The Awakened first, as it will familiarize you with the
traditional puzzle mechanics, but its not something you can just pick up and play. A couple of years

after the success of The Awakened, there has been a good harvest of Sherlock Holmes related
games. Best introduced to the consumer by cell phone games like Myst, the genre has now

developed into a full-fledged franchise with three well-received full-length PC adventures. The
Awakened stands out for its strong horror elements, which mix well with the narrative and puzzles.
Its a modern game, using no graphical tricks and adding no more than a couple of hidden items per
room, unlike the bigger budget games. All in all, there is almost nothing to complain about regarding

the game, and one only wonders what more the developers could have done to make this a true
classic. This is no clone, and any doubts regarding the substance of the game should be obliterated

upon its launch. 5ec8ef588b
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