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Zealous efforts to crack down on rogue and dubious social media sharing means that we need more
than ever to be doing right by teachers and students. That means giving them more to share than
vague terms and headers. It means providing them with the knowledge, skills and tools to share

what they feel and know and think in ways that others will want to hear. It means exposing kids to a
range of ways of thinking and being. The constant in any education is a good teaching job. Teachers
are not the ones who shape the world; their role is to create an environment in which students feel
confident and excited enough to go out and create. They have a job to do and they do it well. They
are ambassadors, telling everyone about what they know and love about the world around them.

They carry a vast weight of information in their heads and hearts and are paid well and well-
respected for it. Because of that, they are the worst people to deliver the heavy-handed

discouragement that comes with trying to crack down on dubious social media sharing. But that's
how the world works. Any discussion of how we can crack down on dubious practice is going to be
driven by a very different conversation than if we were discussing how to crack down on, say, dog-
owners who don't keep their dogs under control. To be frank, if you have the time and inclination,
youre a teacher. You know that one of the reasons your teaching and your students will be much

better off than it is now is because of the way you spend your time. Youve got a whole other book to
write and we'd love you to write it for us. But you cant publish it now. And you cant do it tomorrow.
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